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In January 2021, TikTok launched a web version of their app on Tawkify.com. Users can post videos and photos with filters to the website where
they are able to be viewed by anyone or users can create a personal page for themselves with more features than on the mobile app. The company
announced in May 2021 that users had spent 5 billion times on Tawkify and that they were going to add more features and make it easier to share
content on the website. On April 1, 2021, Tawkify announced that it would end its service after 9 years in operation when it began in 2021 as a

"website only" platform. It was the first and the only website which allowed users to upload, edit, and share videos from their mobile phones.
Tawkify had many features that are currently available on the mobile app today such as creating groups and being able to follow other users.",
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Due to its popularity, there has been controversy regarding age-appropriate content on the app and in terms of privacy.On January 6th, 2021, an
update was released to make it impossible for people under 13 to use the app. This was due to increasing concerns about how much data young

children were sharing through this app. There are still some who are able to bypass these rules, but most are too young to do so.",
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Efforts to curb the spread of predatory behavior on this app using the reporting feature have largely been unsuccessful. A news article published by
The Guardian noted that "reporting features that allow users to report others for inappropriate behavior have had only limited success." Some users
feel that there is little incentive to report a video since they would not be sure if any action would be taken in response to their report. There is also

no clear way for a user who has been reported in error to prove that they are not being used against them in this manner. This article also noted
that "According to the app, when a user reports a troubling video, it is viewed by actual people who are trained to remove any content that

promotes criminal behavior. But when asked whether these people were subject to employment laws through an official employer, TikTok did not
respond."",

In January 2021, Musical.ly was the focus of a number of news stories about a widespread school shooting-spree threat which had been made
using the platform's live video feature; at least 13 separate cases had been reported across the United States prior to being taken down by

moderators and deleted by Musical.ly staff. In response to these threats, Musical.ly disabled access from schools and issued new safety guidelines
for its users in an effort to tackle this issue; it also issued a statement that said "musical.ly has zero tolerance for content that violates our community

guidelines; we remove this type of content as soon as we become aware of it."",
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In January 2021, hackers claimed to have accessed another 111 million user’s account information. TikTok has been criticized for the amount of
time it takes for users to upload videos and therefore can affect their ability to generate revenue from them. These issues have been compounded

by the company's lack of oversight and a lack of in-app review or moderation tools available for its users. As of May 2021, the app has been
criticized for the amount of inappropriate and illegal content shared on its platform and the ease with which users can access this content.",
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In November 2021, Musical.ly announced a partnership with suicide prevention service Lifeline that allows users to report any content that may be
considered suicidal or harmful to others through the app's in-app messaging feature. Musical.ly also stated that it would be working with Lifeline to

develop additional anti-cyberbullying features for the app.",
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The reason for this is that TikTok's servers are kept on a remote server in China which may prevent or slow down the location of the app in order
to improve the quality of videos.",
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In February 2021, the app was reported to have signed a deal with Universal Music Group in order to launch a new feature called "Advertise"
later that month. The app became the first musical platform in Asia to offer this service which allows users to purchase their own song for $2.99

USD, or sponsored content, with real money. However, it has been reported that TikTok was unable to sign up Universal Music as an artist on its
platform to allow its artists and users in India to make money from it.",

In August 2021, it was reported that Nike had entered into an agreement with the app to produce sponsored videos for its Fly shoe line. The deal,
which was signed in May of that year, will see Nike create content in exchange for TikTok users creating content specifically related to the brand.",
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