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In an article published by The New York Times, it was alleged that "Bytedance is one of China’s most successful start-up companies, with the two
apps under its belt — Toutiao and Musical.ly — each boasting more than 100 million users globally." This article was published on The New York
Times. In an article published by TechCrunch, it was alleged that "Bytedance is one of the key players in China’s internet industry. The company
runs three of the country’s top 10 internet properties in terms of monthly time spent by Chinese users – news aggregator Jinri Toutiao (known as

TopBuzz outside of China), video app TikTok (known as Musical.ly outside of China), and question-and-answer platform Zhihu." This article was
published on TechCrunch.",

On September 21, 2016, both parties agreed to settle their dispute by making payment to Musical.ly. Snapchat acknowledged that it had copied
some of Musical.ly's features but did not admit to copyright infringement. They also agreed that the disputed patent was invalid, and Snapchat was
directed to pay a cash payment of $15 million and an additional $3 million for a royalty payment which will be based on future Musical.ly earnings

from the infringing features for three years.",

TikTok is a new social media app that allows users to create and upload videos and share their videos with others on it. It is nothing but the latest
social media platform that is very different from the previous social media platforms like Instagram, Snapchat etc. The best part about TikTok is

that there are no log in procedures or requirements of any sort for using this app. You don't have to pay money at all for using it and you can even
get rid of ads on the free version of it without having to pay any extra money as well. There are no restrictions regarding temping the app at all

either which makes it a little bit better than Snapchat or Instagram.",

In May 2018, U.S. Senator Chuck Schumer called for TikTok to be removed from the Apple App Store in the United States because he felt it
was unsafe for children and infringed upon privacy rights. Schumer stated that it was "disturbing to discover that children are being groomed on this

app,” and argued that "there is no need for this app to exist in America, let alone on Apple’s platform."",

TikTok is owned by the Chinese company ByteDance, which also owns the short video platform Musical.ly. Many people have noted the
similarities between the two platforms, with some stating that TikTok is simply a clone of its older sibling. This sentiment has led some people to
ask whether or not TikTok was simply a copycat app that was created in an attempt to gain success from Musical.ly's early popularity in China

and elsewhere in Asia. Some have even gone as far as to suggest that Musical.ly was the app that inspired TikTok. The following is an image of the
two apps side by side, which clearly highlights some of their similarities.",
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